Abstract -The study is a contribution to knowledge of the bryophyte flora of the Alps. The huge bryophyte collection made during 1997 in the Western Alps is presented. A total of 152 bryophyte species were recorded, including 113 mosses and 39 hepatics.
INTRODUCTION
The territories of Italy and France are bryologically well known, due to intensive investigation of the bryoflora by domestic and foreign researchers. However, new bryophyte records are often published (O l i v a, 1999; Aiello and D i a, 2000; P r i v i t e r a and Puglisi, 2000; A l e f f i et al., 2003; A l e f f i et al., 2004; Jiménez et al., 2005) . Moreover, the Apennine Peninsula is richer in bryophyte species than are the Balkan and Iberian Peninsulas (S a b o v l j e v i ć, 2004).
The Alps are bryologically quite well known compared to some other European regions. However, due to their inaccessibility and wildness some parts remain still uninvestigated. The mountains offer an exceptional natural theater for plant and animal life, due mainly to their varied geological features, impressive altitudinal range, the occurrence of numerous well managed semi-natural habitats as almost undisturbed natural areas and their full protection for a long time.
The inner Western Alps (Italy) are subject to surprising variation in humidity within short geographical distances encompassing dry to relatively humid locations. Also, varied geology, exposure, inclination and hydrology enable this space to have extremely complex ecosystems.
Not too many data are available on bryophyte species of this region. One of the most comprehensive accounts of bryophyte floras of the Piedmont is certainly that given by S c h u m a c k e r and S o l d á n (1997), but many distributional data can also be found in Aleffi and S c h u m a c k e r (1995), Cortini-Pedrotti (2001a , 2001b , and P i s t a r i n o et al. (2005) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
During a summer field meeting of the British Bryological Society (1997), the author assembled a huge collection of bryophytes. The bryophyte specimens are deposited in the BEOU herbarium. The transect method was used to cover as many different ecosystems as possible in the region of Western Alps (belonging to Italy and France) (Fig. 1) . The nomenclature mainly follows Corley et al (1981) 
CONCLUSIONS
The study gives a recent contribution to knowledge of bryophytes in the region of the Western Alps and confirms some taxa that were doubtful for the province of Piedmont (C o r t i n i -P e d r o t t i, 2001a). A total of 152 species were recorded, including 113 mosses and 39 hepatics.
Even though the list of bryophytes is extensive and some valuable records are made for the Western Alps, it can be expected that the number of species growing within the investigated region is significantly higher. The number of bryophyte species will probably increase with further investigation.
